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VIII. LITERATURE: 


literature can be classified into two categories. They are: 


1. Oral Literature and 
2. Written Literature 


A. Oral Literature 


Oral literature is popularly known as folk-literature. Dogri has rich tradition of oral literature. It has 
all that a folk-literature should possess both in form and material. It offers an easy comparison with the folk- 
literature of any other language. It has survived the baneful effects of industrialism because of its remote 
haunt in the mountains. Due to lack of printing facilities in those areas, it has preserved its native purity of 
form and language. The colloquial touches are the soul of this literature. This shows its close and active 
kinship with practical life of the people. It runs parallel to the stream of life. Dogri folk-literature reflects the 
social and religious life of the natives and also tells the modes of their thinking and reactions to nature. 


CLASSIFICATION AND TYPES 


Folk-literature can be divided into many forms. These are traditionally, individual and group forms. 


1) INDIVIDUAL FORM 


In this tradition, there are folk-tales, riddles, idioms and proverbs. 
FOLK-TALES 


Dogri folk-tales deal with plurality of themes. They range from mythologies and mystery tales, to 
parables and humour. There are folk-tales dealing with social and domestic and also problems relating to 
local deities, saints and places of pilgrimage. About two thousand folk-tales have been collected and got 
published by governmental and non-governmental institutions. J&K academy of art, culture and languages 
has published fifteen collections of Dogri folk- tales. Some individual efforts are also done to collect and 
publish the same. Even then, there are thousands of folk-tales, which are not touched by electronic and 
print media. 


FOLK-TALES OF MYTHOLOGICAL CHARACTERS 


These have their characters from Hindu mythology such as the story about sending for a 3a / 
ved/when zat /rauen/ fell ill or story of srssarar /bebruua'n/ and Asia /erjen/ and «rt /ülepi/ in relation to 
sax /bebor/ , the ancient capital city of Dogras or the story about the killing of 4x wets /su’dd rakfes/. 


FOLK-TALES OF MYSTERY AND ADVENTURE 


These folk-tales are connected with fairy, princess and devil. Suspense and thrill are the main 
elements of such folk-tales. In such folk-tales birds like Tat /tota/ and #aT /mena/ become instrumental in 
helping the hero or heroine of the stories. These stories start with difficulties and end with some solutions. 
Folk-tales of «w-««f« /rup besent/ and xsrsrat /küfejadi/ are the typical examples. 


FOLK-TALES OF PARABLES 


These are the folk-tales, which have characters like birds and animals. Such stories usually point at 
certain moral or practical wisdom. frc ù Fitz /mireg te gidde/ st at fea Jere da dil/, qae «p fara 


/pakk" aru di sikk"/ etc. are the folk-tales of this category. 
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FOLK-TALES OF HUMOUR AND SATIRE 


Dogri has a number of folk-tales, which deals with humour and satire. They have fits of laughter as 
well as pinches of satirical remarks, given by the main characters. #74 mg /kepjus fa’/ (miser 


businessman), AA 3 qe sat /si/ddi te murk"e jenani/ (simple and foolish lady) are the main characters 
in these folk-tales. Few examples of folk-tales are «3; «T Hal Wat FT «mr rer umm /nekke di se’da jaja’ te 


sag to'da k''ajà/ , «rft afar «rar /rani k"'áda sala/ avert zssx /alesi tabber/ etc. 


FOLK-TALES OF SOCIAL AND DOMESTIC PROBLEMS 


These are folk-tales with social problems such as un-touchability, folk customes, folk superstitions 
etc. In such folk-tales, there are animosities and bickering between mother-in-law and daughter-in-law or 
between co-wives or between sisters-in-law. Few examples of Dogri folk-tales are *T3«fT aT Heat /cemeli da 


p^üll/, arret Taz /alesi pütter/, and ast lodenü/ etc. 
FOLK-TALES OF LOCAL DEITIES, SAINTS 


Folk-tales like those about, € /pe'r/ fira ata /sidd gorija/ mat avit Sat /mata vefno deui/ atat 
JETT /baua surgel/ XÑ /pe’ro/ Fret Tate /kalivir/ arat «vt /baua renü/ atat Rai /baua jitto/ etc.belong to these 
categories. These characters have a strong impact on the minds of the people. Folk- tale of arat Rat 
/bava jitto/ is a good example, who had sacrificed his life for his rights. He stood for his rights against 
extortion by the feudal chief. He killed himself in protest and his spirit haunted the chief and his family. 


FOLK-RIDDLES 


Folk-riddles are called FARAT Iphelonijá/ in Dogri. These riddles occupy an important place in the 
life of the Dogra community. The elders pose these riddles to children usually at night. The children try to 
find out the answers. These are the costless mode of entertainment and knowledge for the folk and it also 
stimulate the imagination. There is variety of themes associated with riddles. They can be classified into 
following subjects:- 


1) Riddles relating with folk-life 


frat fet sat 3r ats 
vet at areat ara fe Ts | (aR) 


[inni mile Unni ge k"a:, 


p^ i bi o'di pü'k"'e ni ya:/ Icokki/ 


2) Riddles relating with farming and agriculture 


ses TAL «T 23 ATS 
ses ea eg ATS 
qu Petar wi ui | 
(Fed red «T FET d TAL Aes AT Het) 
/bebbe puttere da ikke ni: 
babbe ro’nda ikke t": 
putter phirda gra’ - gri/ 
/bebbe embe da bu'ta te pütter əmbe da p"al/ 


3) Riddles relating with insects, birds and animals 
Tal SM HS, Ut Ha AT Tat | (vri) 


linni a'ri kūri 
raje kenne pe'tto k”əndi/ /makki/ 
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4) Riddles relating with the parts of the body 
ART Sh, TST Wu (Z) 


/mari ik bəyən peny/ letto] 


5) Riddles relating with nature 


are neget fat az 
fast tare zd eres ( FEXT, TRE GE az) 


/kali kembeli til be^dde, 
diné goace rati le^bbe/ /ne’ra, gas te tare/ 


6) Riddles relating with mythology 


zh MH MHL ASH, ATS AEST ex 
sa Ur rat area, 
Brett arat set da ( XT SE zat ) 


lik fekari fokar ce'rea, na: o’da cende, 
us aisa mireg marea, Jisegi sola’ biaa’ dəndə/ /ram te raven/ 


7) Riddles relating with domestic articles etc. 


aera Wert SAT A Teri (38) 


/olani moleni deroaje ce k"o'leni/ /nukke/ 


IDIOMS AND PROVERBS 


Dogri Idioms and proverbs form a very important element of Dogri folk-literature. Besides being 
treasuries of suitable and effective use of language, these are also storehouses of information and 
knowledge about Dogra life, their practical wisdom, thinking and beliefs. About six thousand idioms are 
collected and published by an individual researcher. Few chief characteristics of Dogri idioms are as under: 


1) A large number of idioms are connected with parts of human body, such as fear /i’reda/ 
(heart); «T /gela/ (matter), F7 /kenne/ (ear), << /dende/ (teeth), fax /sir/ (head), At /men/ (mind), ara / 


əkk”ə/ (eye), etc and objects of daily use such as ÑT /fifa/ (mirror). 


2) Others are connected with nature like 4% /surej/(sun), 7a /cenne/ (moon), ate /tare/ (stars), sets 
/ba’: /(air),sreqx. /ember/ (sky) etc. 


3) Few idioms have more than one meaning e.g. T+ atf /gelle lani/ means both& to start a topic 
and to taunt. 


4) Few idioms, very much alike in construction, change their meanings with change in one or two 


words. Such as: - «is T#aAT /nà: rekk"na/ means ‘to put a price’. vis Ret AT /nà: rekk"i lena/ means ‘to 
preserve honour’. ats YT Sat /na: rai’ jana/ means ‘to remain in name only’. 


5) Some idioms retain the same meaning even after change of a word or two. such as:- 


aa eat /nas kerena/ 
ava Wr /nas merena / 
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aa Je4T /nas puttena/ 
all means the same thing ‘ to destroy’ 


6) Some idioms change their meanings when they are used in plural, such as:- 


wat edt / naor p^eteni / means ‘to get dazed on seeing from a great height. 
«rct Het smit / nejerá peti janijá / means'to go to one’s head’. 


PROVERBS These are called iram /k"oan/ in Dogri. They have the quality of saying much in the 
fewest words. Dogri proverbs can be classified as under:- 


1- Containing the philosophy of life. 
«pm Tem, erat eut, ser Tem 


/dende ge suad gea, əkk”ã geija ja’n gea / 


2- Containing close connection of religion and mythology with the daily life of the people. 


are TT aama E aA SEE maa 


Ik"ane gi ceterpü'j te komme gi jegenenat"/ 


3- Containing morals. 
STATA HUTA 
hemat keramat/ 


4- Containing the essence of experience. 
FTAA era d eurer TTI 


/bersanti seus te sjale rove/ 


5- Containing witty and satirical comments. 
ag Fi SUT WL À rear! 
/badda ka’ te’ra per ge bo’nda/ 


6- Containing the comments on caste system. 
NE PEH ASAT ME, 
aai arate uar 


ljette mükeddem bre’mean fa’, 

benija' a'kem ke’r k"üda/ 

7- Containing the information of changing seasons. 
Brat Fe, TAT sil 


hinna ke're, ünna be’re/ 


Aaka at farersparr, spes at FSH 


Imilekea tà k''isekea, gürekea ta clürekea/ 
8- Containing the information of agricultural activities. 


fire lect ar, Set aer FT PATA 


linde ko'le dane, Unde kemele bi sjane/ 


saa AA ASA qum, 
qaa rent fara ANTI 


lüttem keti me/ddem bepar, 


ne'kid cakeri pikk"e doar / 
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2) GROUP FORM 


Second form of oral tradition is called Group form. In this form, one can find Folk Song and Folk 
Ballads. 


FOLK- SONGS 


It is the most popular type of oral literature. In folk-songs, one can find every aspect of Dogra life. 
These songs are innumerable and their forms are many. The songs sung on the various occasions have 
different names. The common types of Dogri folk-songs are as under:- 


1) CEREMONIAL SONGS: 


The ritual or ceremonial songs are usually sung at the time of some social ceremonies like the 
songs sung at the birth of an infant, at the marriage of a son or daughter or at the death of a near and dear. 
These ritual songs can be classified in three types:- 


i) FOLK-SONGS SUNG AT THE BIRTH OF AN INFANT 


These are called fagteat /biàijà/ in Dogri and sung on the birth, birth-days of male baby and 
ceremonies like “tat /ritá/ and 317 /sutera/ of male child. Here is an example of this song :- 


at da sf ra sumat stt, ae da sit al 
qs TATSAT FT Agar HETleat s, Wu du SH SI 


/kdr nende ji de bedàen bedáàijà ji, kar nende ji de 
bayen bedaija te ce'ren keraijà Ji kór nende ji de/ 


ii) FOLK-SONGS SUNG AT THE MARRIAGE OF SON OR DAUGHTER: 


There is a variety in this type of songs e.g. songs sung at the bridegroom's house are called Rart 
/kòrijã/ and those sung at the bride's house are called ater /soàg/.In addition to these two types, there are 


Asfi /silenijá/, & /c"ende/ and feri /bollijá/, which are also sung on the occasion of marriage. 
Examples of these folk- songs are as under:- 


art /ko’ri/ :- 


"idt fo are at wT are, 
"TFT Alt ATs Sat feat ATSI 
Yel ate ars SIT THT are, 
qrar Alea TS Fat feat ATE! 


/sati bete lare gi germi ai 


pakk"a jole nai, belá dindi mai 
se’ra lande lare gi germi ai 


pekk"a cólee nai bela dindi mai/ 


WIEN /soa’g/:- 


Ae Tere SIT, STAT a Aras FT ET, 
qu sre AT AE 
az aaa off, ga fei omar eft aret, 
8 gré at TSI 


/mere babel ji, bedi ce bolede ne tote, 
tüs bolede ki nei 

mere babel ji, ün ni ako ti sari 

men oi a perai/ 
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fiel /sithPeni/ te 


ate oT Ron, are ST RIST, 
A Ae HIATT 

aft ate ar p Wuri d 
T Ate dT Tat ST venret 
N Tq GT SSH TATS vul 


lai Ja jija, ai Ja jija, 
a sare karklane, 


tügi loé da kemm sak" aji decs- 
teri mau di beni ja rel geddi 
tere bapu da injene benai dece/ 


Sq / cPende/ :- 
Gz TAT STE N, Gat Ù FAT, 
seg HEpU mrad d gT AT Wm 


Ichande perage ao jao, c”ənda əggě kesər 
səssə meri parəvati te so'ra mera peremeser/ 


iii) FOLK- SONGS SUNG AT THE DEATH OF A NEAR AND DEAR: 


Certain folk songs are sung on the occassion of death. One is called aetfat /loànijá/] which is 
sung in a fast tempo and other is Tee /palla/ , which is sung in a slow dirge-like movement, laying stress 
on two words to the accompaniment of sobbing and weeping. 


2) FESTIVAL SONGS 

There are many songs connected with festivals like Holi, Lohri, Navratre,etc. Male groups sing Holi 
songs, where as Navratre songs are sung by female groups. Only Lohri songs are sung by boys and girls 
in separate groups each. Groups of boys and girls go from door to door and sing Lohri songs and collect 


fuel and money for celebrating the festival. They take aaTeat /badàijá/ from the families, who are 
celebrating Lohri for their newly born male child or the marriage of their son. 


Followings are the songs sung by male and female group. 


The popular /lo'ri/ song sung by boys is :- 


lereni bài ereni, ereni, 


pütt"i cokki p'ereni erani/ 
The prominent song sung by females is:- 


ale WX at Aare ST, 
Heart A Hel HSATS Atl *(Name of the unmarried and elder boy) 


Ikot"e per sü'fto selai Ji, 


p^elane di kero kermai Ji/ 
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Some folk songs are also connected with local fairs like «zT 4T Fat /sü^ddi da mela/, sxr«sredt aT 
Har /üttebe^ni da mela/, peq «T Hat /küllu da mela/ etc. Local folk-singers sing the songs at the above 


places with great devotion and faith. 
3) RELIGIOUS SONGS 


There are a variety of songs in this category. They are as under: - 


1) Aà — /bifenepete/ 
2) ww  /pójen/ 

3) det — /pàt/ 

4) ardt  /areti/ 

5) ms /güjeri/ 


These are regarded as devotional folk songs. 


/bifanapete/ and /p'jen/ are similar in rhyme and theme. Both are connected with the praise of God. 
Where as Wet /pata/, focus on the goddesses and lay more stress on their mythical nature. Yet /pata/ are 
also called votive songs, which are chanted by the professionals to raise some means of living. Artis are 


devotional hymns. In Dogri folk songs, there are very popular artis of lord 


Shiva, Devi Bhagwati, Lakshmi Narayan etc. /güjeri/ is a type of folk-song concerning with /krifne 


lila/ 
Few examples of these folk- songs are as under: - 


Ibifenepete/ :- 


QT Aa Ha PS IAT, Ae TATA STI 
art quit are, 

Aree 9m Tost ars, 

pet Ft xg WTA, AL TATA ST 


/tera pét küse ni paja, 
mere pegeuàn 

bagé ce tüppi ai, 

mali fa pücc^"i ai, 


p^üllé ce c'eppi re^pegevàn, mere pəgəvàn ji/ 
Ipatà/ :- 


ATaT Ut 2 uam, 
sitat srat sth 


/jotá jegedijá dereuar, 
mata rani de dereuar, 
jota jogdija ji/ 


/arati/ :- 


tect amt = ar, 

oft TESTE at Fear oT dT are, 
awe Fa at Acar, 
"TESTE ar Se, 
NA at AT, 

stadi 
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/pe’li areti dui seva, 

Ji gajo meri meija Ji di areti, 
kenne si’ngé da bela, 
cokidaré da bela, 

Joridaré da bela, 

J£ devi/ 


4) SEASONAL SONGS 


There are three types of seasonal folk-songs in Dogri. They are called fee /cli/njà/, fcafeart 


/rittarijé/ and etre /toleru/. These songs are sung by wondering minstrels who go from house to house to 
announce the name of new month of vikrami samvat by singing these folk- songs and beating drum. But 


Ici^njál songs are usually sung at the places of folk deities on the occasion of /chi’nja’/ fairs. There is one 
more type of folk- songs associated with description of the seasons of twelve months. This is called /bara’ 
ma"'/ In such songs emotional state of females , whose husbands are separated from them for earning, is 
described in a touching manner. 


Few examples of these songs are as under:- 


/toleru/:- 


T ASA ej AAT 
WaT SÍT, ASA TEA AAT, AA PAT GTI 


/dea mae mera o[ànu, 
kənne godenu, 

mé merüa güdden jana 

pdla ji, merüa güdden jana, 
lo^bi merue da. 


O mother, please give me my dupatta and digging instrument, | want to go to dig the land. Song 


proceeds with the demand of other tools used by the farming community. Folk- songs sung during various 
seasons are mostly a kind of separation songs, sung by the females for their lovers or husbands. Few 
examples are as under: - 


sr wort x fasta 
A aft amt ar, 
EE EE: ELE E EL 


/selija tara pon o Gara, 
mera refemi cira siyea, 
cire gi tónni à, 

cem cham ronni à 


soyon perdesé gi torea/ 


In this song, the female is remembering her lover, who is not with her at this pleasant moment. She 


has sent him to the far land to earn bread. The rain falling on the green hills, is creating an environment for 
her to miss him. 


sreq feat fert spear ertt at 
q are WA x are, at fifa Aes Gsm 
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/jemmu dija ke'ndia berk"a laggi di, 
te tare’ pave de pale, o f3kija cembe dea/ 


This is the song connected with winter season. Male is preferring to go to Chamba, where as the 
female is convincing him that the winter season of Jammu is also very charming and pleasant. So there is 
no justification for visiting Chamba. 


5) WORKER'S SONGS 


mard /soari/, mAs /gerelodi/ and «rat /laddi/ are such folk songs, which are sung by workers at 
their work places. Workers, working in the field sing /soari/, working in the jungle sing /gerelodi/ and putting 
roof sing /laddi/. 


6) PLAY SONGS 


Such folk- songs are connected with children and their plays. These songs are sung by the boys 
and girls separately. There are so many games in which singing a song is a must for every player like 


Atach /kikeli/, «eer sarf] /kokela fepaki/ etc. 


7) LULLABIES SONGS 


Lullabies are popularly known as aRar /lorija/. It is sung by the ladies, especially mothers for their 
infants to make them sleep or to make them quiet. These are usually expressive of the affection, hopes 
and fears of mothers for their infants. 


8) MISCELLANEOUS SONGS 


Joint family is the basic unit of Dogra life and there are many folk- songs which deal with the life of 
a bride at her father-in-law’s house, her life at her parents’ house, mutual feelings between the daughter-in- 
law and the mother-in-law, between bride and her husband's sister, between brothers and sisters, between 
mother and son and between husband and wife. There are folk- songs, which contain the feelings of every 
human beings love, hatred, affection, anger etc. 


i) LOVE SONGS 


Love songs are most popular in Dogri. They are of two types namely meeting songs and parting 
songs. 


Meeting folk songs are less in number in comparison to parting folk songs. Love songs of Gaddis 
are heard in the upper ranges of Dhaula Dhar, upper parts of Kangra and some parts of chamba. Love 
songs of 4514 /sayjan/ and asf /səyəni/ are sung in Kishtavad, Padar and on the banks of river Chenab. 


ii) PUBLICITY SONGS 


Such songs are originated by the folk from time-to-time. These contain some propaganda and 
publicity regarding the current issues like Small savings, literacy, use of khadi, family Planning, 
Environment etc. 


FOLK-BALLADS 


These are long narrative poems. In Dogri oral tradition, folk ballads are broadly classified into two 
groups. They are: - 


i) teat /kareká/ and 
ii) art /bara/ 
dkjdka /karoka’ / 


«rcr /kareká/ deal with description of incidents in the lives of gods, goddesses, saints and 
martyrs. They are sung by folk-singers popularly known as Jogis and garris. Usually these ballads are sung 
at the shrines of the concerned gods and goddesses and at the dehris of the martyrs. Karak of /bava jitto/ 
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and /data renu/ are very popular in Duggar. /bava jitto/ had sacrificed his life in the grain field against 
exploitation by the then ruler Mehta Bir Singh. He had ended his life by stabbing a sickle in to his stomach. 
But according to data available, Ranu's life was taken by the victims as he had given the decision in favour 
of justice and not in favour of cruel landlord. 


ii) ORI / bara/ 


These are heroic ballads, which contain valor, courage, sacrifice and skill in the battlefield of 
renowned heroes. They are sung on the occasions of fairs and festivals. Hereditary minstrels, who sing 
these bars, are called «st /deres/. Usually these bars are created by these minstrels. The most popular 
bars are of tit ME /raja gopicend/ , xrsT *rdz*T /raja parteridri/ , Heft /mengdelik/, «rv Riz Farrar 
Iram si/ng pet" anija/ etc. At some places, bars of Aari Stet /mijá dido/, asftz sir«rax FAs /vajir jorauer si’ng/, 


SAT HAT /jemel patta/, «Tert /kalivir/ are also fairly popular. Some scholars are astonished by the facts 
that despite a few (long) love songs like Ht fiera /pagu - gilemo/] $st-*«r« /kūpn ju - cepcelo/ there is no 
complete love ballad in Dogri. Reason may be any. In fact, in Duggar, there is a great respect for social 
values. Hence, no minstrel could dare to establish such subjects in their ballads. Sacrifice, bravery in the 
battle field, preservation of honours at the cost of one’s life etc. are the values, which are contained in 
these folk- ballads, but there is no place for a subject like love. 


B. WRITTEN LITERATURE 


1. History 


The creative literary process in Dogri can be analyzed in two stages i.e. the stage of earlier writings 
and the stage of continuous writings. 


The earlier literary process in Dogri literature is a long period from sixteenth century A.D to the first 
half of twentieth century. But in this long period, one could only get a few and scantly literary and semi- 
literary pieces of writings. Actually, this earlier stage was the stage of multi-lingual literary activities in this 
region, when many writers of this region were experimenting their creative genius in other Indian 
Languages like Hindi, Hindustani, Urdu, Punjabi, Brajohasha etc and only a few were doing some efforts in 
Dogri in forms of short poems, devotional songs and poems and some translations. 


Manak Chank (1565) of Kangra and Ganbhir Rai (1650) have written very short poems in praise of 
Raja Roop Chand of Kangra and Raja Jagat singh of Noorpur respectively. Devi Ditta, popularly known as 
Dattu, (who was the court poet of Maharaja Ranjit Dev of Jammu during 18th Century A.D) wrote 
qualitative poems in Dogri. The most popular poem of Dattu is: 


Rar carat get fear, 
vss ATA Ha AA cata at ah 


killija bottana c^üri ditta, 


ibbe sate kenne peri ljonni à pani/ 


Though the quantity of the poems is too small (two-three) these can be taken as good instances of 
Dogri poetry, full of literary qualities-content. Devotional songs of poet Maya Das (18th century A.D) are 
very popular among the masses. 


In the nineteenth century A.D Trilochan, Ganga Ram, Lakkhu, Hakam Jat, Rudra Datt also 
contributed to the genre of poetry with their small and scanty writings. 


Specimen poetry pieces of selective poets are as under: 


arat A vrdfT HAT, Se ATE HAT, 
RAR sete att, Prat eat arri 
TIT 


/bajere di rak"i kari, danger cerai kari, 
cirija Urai kori, ki'já- ki/jà kettena/ 
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fart à caer viram at Ia Sf, cena agar dear FA 
SAT AL HH Wt Hal TE SATA, AAT St ATT AAT He 
ELLE 


Idikk"i le ramténa prita di rita gi, letekena keccija tenda kenne, 
dena per kuse gi menda nei bolena, c2nna di caneni canna kenne/ 


Mehta Mathura Das, Ram Prapanna Shastri, Sant Ram Shastri, Baba Krushi Ram, Ram Dhan, Pt. 
Hardatt Shastri etc continued to write till first half of this century. 


Pt. Hardatt Shastri, who popularized this genre through religious and devotional songs, also 
published his book entitled Dogri Bhajan Mala in the decade of thirties. 


The continuous stream of writing in Dogri began in the decade of forties. Though the age of 
continuous writing in Dogri is merely of about six decades, yet in a short span of time, it has achieved much 
in respect of quantity as well as quality. 


Semi-literary works of this period include translation works from other languages into Dogri, like: - 
a) retli (Rajauli) 


b) d'aren Pustek (Dharam Pustak) 


c) lila Ueti (LEELAVATI) 


d) b"aguet gite (prose translation in Dogri) 


Poetry 


When one speaks of Dogri poetry, he/she would find it the most popular and richest genre with 
variety of forms, number of writers and publications. Due to the efforts of Dogri Samstha, many Dogri 
poems were written, though very few got published by the end of forties. 


The very first poetry book of contemporary Dogri poetry entitled Tae /gütelü/ (titillation) written by 
Dinu Bhai Pant, the first poet of the continuous stream, contains all the seven poems on diverse themes of 
contemporary interest such as awakening of peasants and labourers, mendacity and manipulation of 
leaders, impatience of people to get independence, humour and pathos of ill-matched marriages prevailing 
in the region, natural beauty of Dogra land etc. The most popular poem of this collection is Tae /gütelü/. 
Similarly, the other poets of that beginning period raised their voice through their poetic expression on the 
burning issues of society at that time. 


Then the decades of fifties and sixties remained very important in the history and development of 
Dogri literature in general and Dogri poetry in particular. Four very elderly poets namely Swami Brahma 
Nand Teerth, Thakur Raghunath Singh Sambyal, Shambhunath Sharma and Ram Lal Sharma, who started 
writing after fifty years of their age, contributed a lot to the genre of Dogri poetry in respect of bulk strength 
and respectability. The senior poets like Dinu Bhai Pant, Ramnath Shastri, Yash Sharma, Ved Pal Deep, 
Parmanand Almast, and Tara Smail Puri, who were already committed towards their literary responsibility 
added more. 


And since 1950 A.D, more than a thousand poets emerged on the Dogri literary scene from 
different backgrounds spreading from Jammu City to the interior parts of Jammu Province, who have made 


significant and lasting contribution to Dogri poetry. Kehri Singh Madhukar (1929), Padma Sachdev (1940) 
and Charan Singh (1931-1969) have been great pillars of Dogri poetry. 


Madhukar has published four collections namely: 
amai FST /nemijá minjerá/ 
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Stat FA Sqr /dola kü^n t'eppea/ 
H Het UT TTA /mé mele ra jenu/ and 


qe] was /pedem gok"eru/. 


His poetry is characterized by great energy- a spontaneous flow of words and images, a deep 
concern for humanity and a bright ray of optimism. 


Padma Sachdev has published seven collections - six poems and one is a collection of four-line 
verse composition popularly known as fat /kita/ or "WT Icemük^e/ in dogri. The titles of her collections 


are 3141 «far, Az att /meri kovita mere git/, 4T x Art /te^ui te cenà'/, «fri wferrt /nérijá gelijá/, sxrcsret / 


ütterebe/ni/ and afar h£^tPijáy. The bulk of her poetry is reflective of feminine emotions and feelings, deep 
love for Dogri, Dogra Land, Dogra way of life. 


Charan Singh, who was an innovator and trendsetter, could contribute one collection of his poems 
stra /Jot/ in 1964 A.D. His poems are full of personal anguish, captured with remarkable intensity and depth 
in memorable images. 


Among other prominent poets, Narsingh Dev Jamwal, Mohan Lal Spolia and Shiv Ram Deep have 
shown remarkable maturity of thought and innovation in their work. Narsingh Dev Jamwal contributed five 
collections of poetry - two ghazal collections, one collection of poems, one of songs and one of three line 
verse compositions called PeF /trotak/ in Dogri. The titles of his collections are - af «far, «3 ted /nemi 


keuita, nemé resete/, AT /koray/, WITT /segat/, 2rgt TT Ia'remà roj / (all collections of Poetry), sat At 
A asht-ascht/jfoma; jole ki táreki-téreki/, 4777 /büneter/ (all collections of Ghazals), and Tar Gare eq 


/motija k"elare kPüfbu/ (collection of songs). 


Mohan Lal Sapolia also contributed to Dogri poetry as much in the sense that started with political 
pamphleteering in verse and also produced five books in poetry. Out of those, four got published in his 
lifetime and one after his death. Shiv Ram Deep has also enriched Dogri poetry with his remarkable poetic 
genius. He has contributed two collections of ghazals, three collections of poems and one collection of 
children poetry. The titles of his collections are - THa € aeq /gemle de kekfüs/, sata A «T /fobil egni di/ 


(Ghazal), zx AF7, F$ TATA /ik liker ker perec"ame"/, wit ad dr AE /mágemi letté di dor/ tts TAS pt 


WA /pir pep"eru sünne gas/ (poetry), z+ att «T aa /ik bari di gelle/ (children poetry). He is equally at ease 
in writing poems and ghazals and his poetry usage of language is in a very typical and spontaneous way. 
Kunwar ‘Viyogi’ and Dhian Singh both are experimentalists and have shown some innovations in their 
experiments with forms. Kunwar 'Viyogi' used x /gàr/ (home) as symbol and center of life and love. He 
has a long poem of 238 four line-verses on this very symbol. He has also published Dogri's first sonnet - 
collection namely teat arti /pe'lijă bãngã/. 


Dhian Singh has also introduced some new forms in Dogri poetry on the pattern of folk forms like 


/pak"/, Iteppa/, Ic"ende/ etc. Prominent titles of the author are - freer /p^ileàl/, Raaen /silesela/, afeat 
Iserifta/, *tT« /sos/, Tet Tee teat /pe/rede gü'rede ro’na/. 


O.P. Sharma ‘Sarthi’, a poet of modern sensibility has added a new dimension to Dogri poetry i.e. 
search for meaning in life. His two books of long poems namely dat /tanda/ (threads) and "xdi /peretá/ 
(layers) have enriched Dogri poetry in form. 


Jitendra Udampuri -a silent, but prolific worker has also made a valuable contribution of nine books 
presenting a whole range of current poetic forms-poem, ghazal, epic, song, devotional song etc. 
Representing titles of the author are amiT /gitegenga/ (devotional songs), RY /jitto/ (epic) sv«fi-s«dt 
/basti - besti/, NÈ «T area /piré di berat/, (all collections of ghazals) "rrt /caneni/ (long poem), aast 
Ibenejara/, XF = WAT /ceté de surejmük"ii/, z« rz IÈ aT /ik fe’r jadé da/, fer ferai AX Ais/kif kelijá tere 
na:/ ‘all collections of poems’ etc. Prakash Premi has placed himself among eminent Dogri poets with a 
single epic 3«« acct «t /bedden tàreti di/ representing the theme of sufferings of the mother, earth and 
women. Ashawani Magotra, who enriched Dogri poetry with his four compositions based on four different 
forms of poetry i.e. poem, ghazal, long poem and epic of a varied form, gave new dimensions to Dogri 
poetry in respect of dramatic vision of modern sensitivity, impressive linguistic usages and deep expression 
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and communication. The titles of his books are - qafeat /K^übetijà/, *rzr /Ie/rá/, AA aeh dx ATF /meri besti 
mere lok/, ea FET Fal TAT /Jü'lle bera dea pettera/. 


Among the more promising Dogri poets are Mohan Singh, Gyaneshwar, Santosh Khajuria, 
Virender Kesar, Arvind, Abhishap, Darshan 'Darshi', Champa Sharma and many more. A large number of 
budding poets are also enriching this genre of Dogri literature with their creative expression. 


Today's Dogri poetry is a complete and rich genre in itself. Verse compositions, ghazal, blank 
verse, poems, long poems, epics, short epics, songs, four line verse compositions called fat /kita/ ATT 


/cepernkta/ or a4aT Icemük"'a/ (four faced verse compositions), PeF /trotek/ ‘three line compositions’ &« 


Ic'ende/ and sir /bakh/ (a typical lyric of Dogri) on the pattern of folk song also based on folk lyrics. etc. 
are popular forms of contemporary Dogri poetry. Out of all these forms, ghazal has attained great 
popularity during the decades of seventies, eighties, nineties and the millennium. Besides, Sonnets and 
Haiku - the western forms of poetry are also emerging in the present scenario of Dogri poetry. 


Content wise, it is very rich and integrally related to the contemporary Dogra way of life and Dogra 
Society. No doubt, the poetry of early stage i.e. poetry of scanty spasmodic writing period, since sixteenth 
century A.D, was confined to the religious themes and some difficulties of Dogra household life. 


Now, if one focuses on the trends of contemporary Dogri poetry, he/she will see certain trends like 
patriotism, protest against social and political inconsistencies, revolution against social and economic 
disparities, or imbalance etc prevalent from the very beginning to the present time. It is obvious because 
the contemporary Dogri poetry has opened its eyes in the lap of crisis — social crisis, political crisis, and 
economic crisis, crisis of internal and external war and so on. This land of Duggar had to face a number of 
wars and attacks from neighbouring countries of Pakistan and China since 1947 A.D to the end of this 
millennium. 


The most popular trend of Dogri poetry, which has always been there from the very beginning as 
an integral part of Dogri poetry is progressive trend. The doyen of modern poetry Dinu Bhai Pant is 
basically known for his progressive ideology. His poems like 3re«q at (a /me/netu da git/ (song of hard- 
work), [st /güjeri/ (the milk maid) etc. are the best instances of this very trend. 


Other poets like Madhukar, Ved Pal Deep, and Narsingh Dev Jamwal etc are also best known for 
their progressive ideology in creative process. 


In Dogri, contemporary poetry, revolutionary trend against social and economic disparities and 
political exploitation remained very prominent since forties to the present time. 


Dinu Bhai Pant in his poem sftat z« Tart ar /jina is gülami da/ (Life of slavery) says - better to die 
rather live like a slave. 


Poet Shambhu Nath's poem ett 3T qxdT Ip"ulà da küreta/ (Shirt of Phoolan) depicts the miserable 
condition of that poor father, who cannot manage a shirt for her daughter to wear. 


Yash Sharma's poem «31 /keresan/ (The Farmer), is a poem on a farmer, who works hard day 
and night but has nothing to eat, to wear and shelter to sleep revolting in satiristic way. 


Padma sachdev's poem rs feat Hfeat /raje dijà mendijá/ (The palaces of king) is a matchless 
example of this very trend. 


A senior poet of Dogri, Kishan Smailpuri has also expressed his feelings in his poem aÑ uz fea Tet 
Yer a /esé e' din pitti süttene ne/ (We will turn these days out). 


The poet Kehri Singh Madhukar has also adopted this revolutionary trend in his poem *re«t /ko’lu/ 


(The oil mill). The poet has depicted a deep gap between haves and have-nots and has provoked the 
have-nots to get rid of their exploitation by the haves. Here, he uses the symbol of «Text /ko'lu/ for ‘haves’ 
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and ae /beled/ ‘The bull’ for have-nots. In the poetry of nineties, the depiction of such disparities is there 
with full intensity. 


Now, the poet adopts the ways of satire and irony towards these inconsistencies of administration 
and society as well. Shiv Ram Deep, the poet of modern sensibility attacks on these ill practices of leaders 
and bureaucrats in his poems Hartt /medari/ (Juggler), tT /roneká/ ‘Hustle Bustle’ etc in ironical way. 
Other poets of this contemporary writing like Narsingh Dev Jamwal, Abhishap, Virender Kesar are also 


adopting satirist approach in their poems Ñe ate dTz /wot, wot, wot/ (Vote, Vote, Vote), NË at Fat /lot"é da 
mela/ ‘Fair of dead bodies’ and 4st /beri/ (Rift) respectively to revolt against such disparities. 


Epic 


Pt. Shambhu Nath Sharma had published his first epic ZT trata /dogerii ramajen/ based on 
Ramkatha. It was published in 1961 A.D. It was a maiden attempt by any Dogri Writer to write in this genre. 
He has beautifully depicted the cultural aspects of his own motherland i.e. dugger in it. 


Some epics and small epics are also published in Dogri so far. One can classify these epics as 
under: - 


1) Epic based on folk-literature and 
2) Epic based on Hindu mythology 


1) Epic based on folk-literature 


In the first category, Dogri epic “ats /nja:/ by Gyan Singh Pagoch can be quoted. It was published in 
1984 A.D by the author himself. The theme of this epic is based on the folk hero of 21x /dugger/ popularly 
known as ata rct /baua jitto/. Dr. Jitendra Udhampuri also tried this genre. He had also chosen the same 
folk hero arat fsrdt /bava jitto/. The author himself published this epic in 1985 A.D. Both the authors have 
depicted the folk hero in different ways. 


2) Epic based on the Hindu mythology 


Gyan Singh Pagoch and Parkash Premi wrote epics on this theme. Parkash Premi's epic 42a sr«dt 
«T /bedden téreti di/ was published in 1985 A.D. The author has got the award from Sahitya Akademi for 
this epic. 


Pagoch's epic is based on the Ramayana character /feberi/. The name of his book is Hat sme 
/Imetenge afrem/. It was published in 1986 A.D. 


Short story 


The genre of short story in Dogri was born in the historic year of 1947 A.D with the publication of 


first short story collection teat p /pe'la přūllə/ (First Flower) by B.P. Sathe containing stories of diverse 
themes of folk life and everyday rural life. Some stories of this collection are good instances of moral and 
ethnic values like PSÑ «T Atal /küremé da la’ma/, *trd ar ?i«T£ /məngte da ke’rat/, while eet /do’ri/ depicts 
the evil of reciprocal marriages in Dogra Society. Style of these stories was influenced by folk-tale style. 


But, till 1959 A.D this genre did not step ahead except a little effort of woman short story writer 
Lalita Mehta, who published a collection of her seven short stories namely 4$ art /sui taga/. The stories of 
this collection were also concerned with rural life of Duggar. Since 1959 A.D this genre has developed 
rapidly and has achieved a significant place. So far, about seventy collections of short stories have been 
published. In view of sensibility and craftsmanship, these stories represent three phases of development: - 


1) The story related with conventional themes and themes related to social problems. B.P.Sathe, 
Lalitha Mehta, Ramnath Shastri, D.C.Prashant, Ram Kumar Abrol, Chanchal Sharma and some others 
represent the first phase of conventional short story relying mainly on social problems, related themes and 
some romantic yarn. 
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2) Narendra Khajuria, Ved Rahi, Madan Mohan Sharma, represent the second phase, when the 
foundations of Dogri short stories was firmed up. Narendra Khajuria's fior sre arẹ sas /nila ember kale 
bedel/, Ved Rahi's att /ale/, Madan Mohan Sharma’s az vg d àg /dii’dde leü te je’r/, contains some of the 
best Dogri short stories. These stories are characterized by deep humanism, a keen observation of 
contemporary social reality, psychological insight into human character and behaviour in powerful and 
effective use of language. 


3) Om Goswami, O.P.Sharma 'Sarthi' Bandhu Sharma, Chhaterpal, Deshbandhu Dogra 'Nutan', 
Narsingh, Dev Jamwal, Chaman Arora, Lalit Magotra, Krishan Sharma, Sudesh Raj and some others come 
in the third phase. These writers have written stories of social awareness, modern temper and sharp style. 
Some budding writers are also experimenting their creative expression in this genre and hopefully a few of 
them will also make the difference in their venture. Sahitya akademi has published a representative 
selection of Dogri short stories in English translation under the title Echoes and Shadows. 


Novel: 


In Dogri, the genre of novel was published from 1960 A.D, when the three novels-Narendra 
Khajuria's ano/, Ved Rahi's t= ast qd wr /ür/, beri te petten/, The flood, the ferry and the harbour and 
Madan Mohan's sri ¢ {st /türá te tu’ra/ Hill and Mists almost simultaneously came on the literary surface. 
All the three focuses on the problems of Dogra Rural Society. Then, after the gap of ten years, in 1970 A.D, 


the fourth Dogri Novel entitled tea feat sree Ip^ülle bina dalli/ Flower without a Stalk by Vats Vikal 
emerged on the scene. As such, the development and the growth of Dogri Novel in first 10-12 years 
remained very slow. It attained some maturity and sophistication only after 1975 A.D with the publication of 


Narsinigh Dev Jamwal's novel zrizft azdt srt re /sa/niji tarati bek"ele ma’nu/ Common land and Strange 
people in 1976 A.D. 


After this, Six novels of O.P. Sharma Sarthi, 7% WHat «t /tre’ semünder di/, "T SFA /nenga 


rükk^e/, tera 4 FIZ /refom de kire/, «Tv /mekan/, wem 3t ÙT /pətt”ər te renge/, ATAT ATAT ATA /opena 
epena surey/, three novels of Desh BandhuDogra-Nutan at /kedi/, siri «tre /jangeli lok/, “ats Ast /pjoke 
péjo/, three novels of Ved Rahi - «xz /derer/, ast &t eiz/trüti di dor/ ?rstsp3 /ge/rbjun/ made a mark in the 
development of Dogri Novel in their own thoughts, way and style. Om Goswami, Shivdev Singh Susheel, 
Tara Danpuri, Inderjeet Kesar have also contributed to this genre with their creative expressions. 


Light Essay 


Simultaneously, with the genre of novel, the prose in Dogri has emerged on the literary scenario. 
First book of essays on different subjects was frac /triveni/, jointly written by Shayam Lal Sharma and 
Shakti Sharma in 1961 A.D. This book was divided into three sections. First section deals with Dogri 
language and Grammar. It contains six essays. Second section deals with Cultural aspects of Duggar. It 
contains five essays. And last section deals with pen sketches. It has seven essays. 


Second Dogri book on essays was published by an individual Dogri writer named Vishwanath 
Khajuria and the title of the book was gor at ath shaa asta /dügger da jiven derfen/. It contains five 
memoirs, one light essay and three articles relating with Dogri literature and folklore. 


In the same year, Dogri Samstha, Jammu published a collection of light essays entitled nrù cra 


arett /dogri lek" mala/. It contains three light essays. Two deals with humour and satire and rest of them are 
article, relating with Dogri literature. 


In 1968 A.D, three books on essays were published. Out of these three, two were purely on 
humour and satire, Vishwanath Khajuria got his book published entitled *rm« /septek/. It contains seven 
essays on human psychology with a touch of humour and satire. 


Second book published in the said year is gt /sjara/. Prof. Shakri Sharma is the author of this 


book. It has sixteen essays on Dogri language and culture. Few essays are memoirs and pen-sketches 
also. 
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Prof. Laxmi Narayan published his book entitled &f2zr£t € Gea /kendijari de pMille/. It contains 
eleven essays on humour and satire. 


Third book published in the said year is Siara'. Prof. Shayam Lal Sharma is the author of this book. 
It has sixteen essays on Dogri language and culture. Few essays are memoirs and pen-sketches also. 


In year 1972, only one book on essays entitled aÑ fa /nemé nibe/nde/ was published. It was 
edited by Prof. Baldev Singh and published by Dogri Samstha, Jammu. This book is the mixture of essays 
and articles. Prof. Ramnath Shastri's essays «t "4T Hat HYRAT /cal mana dea mojija/ and Shiv Nath's 
essay 247 4I gr 31:47 /heugel di dugger jatra/ are travelogues, whereas Padma Sachdev's 7d /cete/ is a 
memoir. Few articles published in this book, deals with critical appreciation. 


Prof. Laxmi Narayan published his second book entitled fafarzri fafari teat /nikkjijá nikkjijá gellà/. It 
was published in 1973 A.D. It contains eleven essays, full of humour and satire with psychological 
approach, making them worth reading and interesting. 


J & K Academy of Art, Culture and languages published a bulky book Ra Ra srt ata /din din jot 
soai/ on Dogri essays. It was published in 1980 A.D. It contains thirty-one essays on different subjects. The 
book is divided into six sections. 


In the first section, five light essays on human civilization, culture and social importance are 
grouped. Worth quoting essays in this section are — Jagdeesh Chander Sathe's essay on we at faara Ñ 


fer aH aa? /ma’nu da vikas te kif namé k"atre/ (Development of human race and some new risks), Prof. 
Ramnath Shastri's essay on saa € 3 i9 jivan de tre üddef/ (Three principles of life) and Prof. Champa 
Sharma’s essay "zT3T« /peroar/ (Family). 


The second section consists of five essays on human psychology. The titles of the essays are fast 
Iki^ny, ap /be’m/, sire /ales/, &sra-z3$ Were /ipet-ik percol/ and SÑ /ji:/. 


Third section deals with essays on memoirs. sra aT qerr/ekk"er& da nefa/ by Kunvar Viyogi, 3+ 
areret /ik semál/ by Narender Khajuria and fst vxr Ad /kif perane cete/ by Ved Ghai are worth quoting 
essays. 


Fourth section deals with the essays on travelogues. It contains five essays. Tî sare /sürge 


pu’mi - pa’drevah/ by Prof. Madan Mohan Sharma and sre «ji fi /ember c unde kingere/ by Tara 
Samailpuri are very interesting essays in this section. 


Fifth section contains five essays with humour and satire. amt Fat /ravarapuran/, by Prof. 
Shayam Lal Sharma and samt f afaarat /njane gi petjana/ by Prof. Shakti Sharma are interesting essays 
in this edition. 


And the last section deals with the essays on pen-sketches. Jitendra Sharma's essay sit fae sara 
ds: /fer sing benam penjuram/ and Prof. Laxmi Narayan's srrexft /fa^ji/ are worth quoting essays in this 
section. In short, this collection is very significant approach in the field of projecting light essays in Dogri. 


In 1989 A.D, Sahitya Akademi has brought out aF% sax amaA} lekk"er ekk"er canani/ a 
collection of twenty-three essays on different subjects. Out of these, only eleven essays are new one. It 
contains different forms of essays such as memoirs, travelogues, sketches, satires etc. 


At present, nearly eighty collections of essays and articles have been published by individual Dogri 
writers, government and non-government institutions and the prominent prose writers are-Vishwanath 
Khajuria, Prof. Laxmi Narayan, Prof. Ramnath Shastri, Prof. Nilamber Dev Sharma, Kedarnath Shastri, Om 
Goswami, Prof. Champa Sharma, Prof. Ved Ghai, Prof. Veena Gupta and many more. 


In short, Dogri prose has variety of different forms. In the initial stage, this genre was not properly 
developed. But now, Dogri has all forms of prose available. 
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Autobiography/Biography/Travelogue/Pen sketches: 


These genres are not as rich as far as quantity is concerned. Only few books are available in these 
genres. 


Autobiography: 


Vishwanath Khajuria had got his autobiography entitled TTefeaT /pegedendijá/.published in 1985 
A.D And in the year 2003 A.D, Shiv Nath's autobiography ate f&« /o’ din/ (those were the days) got 
published. 


Biography: 


Only one biography is available in Dogri. It is written by Mulak Raj Saraf. It is entitled 9r«-u-zwrz: 
ara gaT /fer-e-dügger: lala hens ray/. 


Travelogue: 


As far as travelogue genre is concerned, Dogri had three books in this genre. Out of these three, 
two are bi-monthly magazines namely sfixrsrr enr /firaja dogeri/. In these two magazines, different writers 
have pen down their traveling experiences. Complete book on this genre is given by Prof. Nilamber Dev 


Sharma entitled J fer ae far AZ /cete: kif katte kif mitle/. In this book, author has narrated his traveling 
experiences during his service. The book has two large essays on this issue. 


Pen-sketches: 


In 1988 A.D, Prof. Champa Sharma published her book- 32 get àg? /gu’re tü'ndele ce’re/ on pen- 
sketches. It contains eighteen essays. Out of these eighteen essays, ten are based on female and six on 
male characters. The author is closely related with these people. They are her grand mothers, sisters, 
aunts, brothers, uncles etc. Through these sketches, the author of this book has tried to establish moral 
values of Dogra society. 


Drama 


This is very fertile genre in Dogri. There are about sixty published books of Drama in Dogri 
containing full-length plays, collections of one act plays, radio plays, children plays and street plays. 


In Dogri, first play Age lec"ut/ was written and staged by Vishwanath Khajuria in 1935 A.D, at a 
school. But this play was not available to Dogri readers in print form till the end of seventh decade of last 
century. Prof.Ramnath Shastri also wrote a play entitled atat frat /bava Jitto/ based on the theme of folk- 
literature. This play was staged at a village feat /tikkeri/ in 1948 A.D. Unfortunately, this play was also not 
published during that decade. That is why when one talks about the first published Dogri play, then «T4 UT 
/nema gra’/ qualifies. It was published in 1957 A.D. Three playwrights-Prof. Ramnath Shastri, Ram Kumar 
Abrol and Dinu Bhai Pant wrote this play. In course of time, this genre has got its important place in the 
literature and till date, three Dogri writers are awarded by the Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, for their 
outstanding contribution in the field of Drama. They are Dinu BhaiPant, Mohan Singh and Jitendra Sharma. 


However, Narsingh Dev Jamwal contributed twelve books in this genre ranging from stage plays, 
Collection of radio plays and Collection of one-act plays. atq Hater /an-merjada/, *iz«fT& /mendelik/, ATS 
me dix aa /ele 'r golli vir sepa'i/, PS AE /korekü'tte/, STT /pipnjera/, Ft TAX /deu pütter/, arf 
/devojani/ are the stage plays written by the author whereas /coser/ is collection of Dogri one-act plays and 
ds /penietara/ is a collection of radio plays. 


Prof. Madan Mohan Sharma is another Dramatist, who has given two stage plays namely: Satz / 


jenor/ published in 1970 A.D and = mrami satt ar /ik perc"ama bedeli da/ published in 1975 A.D. He has 
also given five collections of radio plays. They are: = SAH zi /ikjenemór/ (1971), sra /jatru/ (1974), sir 


«t ats /engare di lo:/ (1976), six /bepjer/ (1980) and sre sa aca arit /ember c"us ta’rat nemani/ (1985). 


Mohan Singh is another playwright, who has got published his six stage plays and a collection of 
fourteen street plays. This author has been awarded by Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, for his collection of 
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three stage plays entitled sra4T eft srqar xmT/eponi dep" ali epena rag/. His other stage plays are *^TelT Tot 
/kala surey, Tt Hearst /penie keljani/ and Zh «21$ zx /ik lerai o'r/. He had also written and staged his 
unique play aat sit AAT /sema' o sema/. It is a full length play with a single character. 


At present, Dogri has full-length plays with variety of subjects from folk-literature to mythology, from 
psychology to history and from satire to local themes and problems. 


Some playwrights have also experimented with the themes and treatments. They are Dinu Bhai 
Pant, Mohan Singh, Prof. Madan Mohan Sharma and Narsingh Deve Jamwal and their plays are sCiTezm 
lajo'deja/, Frat AT /kala surey/, FATT /Jenor/ and waettat ates /ram lila natek/ respectively. In short, this 


genre of Dogri literature is rich in variety and quality. Prof. Ramnath Shastri, Prof. Madan Mohan Sharma, 
Jitender Sharma, Narsingh Dev Jamwal have got the popularity nation-wide through this genre. 
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